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Girl Scouts and official nonpartisan initiative America250 have

formed a national partnership built on our Movement’s longstanding
commitment to civic engagement, community service and making the
world a better place that gives every Girl Scout, no matter their age, a
role in commemorating our nation’s upcoming 250" birthday on July 4.

Through meaningful service and leadership activities that underscore
our role as a platform for girls to engage in civic life, Girl Scouts can
earn a special five patch collection representing landscapes across
our country when they participate in our America250 events and
initiatives.

By joining an event, taking part in a national project (or

even creating one themselves), exploring history, discovering
diverse stories, and giving back through service, Girl Scouts become
part of the conversation about our nation’s past, present, and future.

Families and Girl Scouts of all levels can learn more about
America250 and download the free activity guide.
Visit girlscouts.org/america250 or scan the code here.

Patches are available for purchase through our online storefront

at nypennstore.org or when you book an in-person shopping
appointment on Tuesdays through Thursdays at our Syracuse store.
Call 315.352.8074 or book online at gsnypenn.org/locations.

Together, we can help shape how the United States of America
commemorates this milestone to inspire what comes next!
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History and Archives Corner

The year 2026 marks
the 250™" anniversary
of the signing of

the Declaration

of Independence,
making the United
States a free and
sovereign nation.
This year also marks
our Movement’s 114"
% Dirthday.

B Juliette Low, founder

g of Girl Scouts of the
USA, believed girls
should be given
opportunities to
develop physically,
mentally and spiritually outside of isolated home
environments.

A “declaration of independence” of sorts that
Low made to her cousin Nina Pape in March
1912, with the infamous words:

“Come right over! I've got something for the
girls of Savannah, and all America, and all the
world, and we’re going to start it tonight.”

So began the

Girl Scout
organization,
then chapter by
chapter, writing
millions of girls
and women into
the history of our
nation.

Low was
posthumously
honored in 1979
by the National
Women’s Hall of
Fame in Seneca Falls, N.Y., for her achievement
in humanities. While there is no official count
for all alums in the Hall, notable Girl Scouts who
have been inducted include:

Meet Our Advancement & Retail Team

We work together to provide exceptional customer
service and foster meaningful connections across

all 26 counties. Every interaction reflects our
commitment to community, quality and care.
Whether you’re exploring nypennstore.org,

* Madelaine Albright, first female U.S. Secretary
of State*

+ Sandra Day O’Connor, first woman to serve on
the U.S. Supreme Court

+ Janet Reno, first female U.S. Attorney General

+ Mae Jemison, first African American woman
to travel in space

+ Karen DeCrow, attorney, author, activist and
former president of the National Organization
for Women

Fifty percent of
female governors,
64 percent of
female senators
and 49 percent of
women in the 118%
Congress are Girl
Scout alums, as
are more than 60
percent of women in leadership positions across
Varioils sectors and fields of study. (Current as of
2025

Additionally, Low was also instrumental in
establishing the International Council of Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts in 1919. This would later
become the World Association of Girl Guides and
Girl Scouts (WAGGGS), which today serves 11
million youth in 153 countries around the world.

Low’s leadership ignited the growth of the Girl
Scout organization, a movement based on the
virtues of service, civic action and commitment
to community.

With 1.1. million registered youth members,
650,000+ adult members and roughly 59 million
alums (one in every three adult women), Girl
Scouts continues to take the leadership role in
advocating for girls and writing women into the
history of our nation.

*Historically, all female U.S. Secretaries of State
have been Girl Scout or Girl Guide alums.

planning a visit to our Syracuse store or supporting

our mission by working with our press shop to
purchase custom “products with a purpose” or

through a donation, you’ll always be welcomed with

a friendly “make new friends” smile and attitude.

Pictured left to right—Melissa Sabatino, Custom

Apparel Creator & Sales Representative; JoAnne
Morak, Vice President of Advancement & Retail

Operations; Karin Kozlowski, E-Commerce & Retail

Manager; Isabella Giammarino, Spring 2026 Retail

Intern (a Girl Scout alum and second-semester

Senior at Syracuse University studying marketing

& retail management); Jennifer Phillips, Director of

Advancement & Retail Support.




Looking Back on 2024-25

Celebrating Our Gold Award
Girl Scouts

We’re proud to recognize the members of our Gold
Award Girl Scout classes of 2024 and 2025. Each
dedicated countless hours to make a sustainable
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Our travel program -

gives members
opportunities to
explore new places

Travel Experiences

Women of Distinction Celebrates 25 Years

Each September, we honor an exceptional woman in the greater
Binghamton, NY., community who demonstrates outstanding
leadership that embodies our mission. Our 2025 celebration
marked the 25th anniversary of this annual impactful event.
Funds raised benefit our Gold Award Girl Scout Scholarship

) e A hile building rogram.
impact on causes they care about within their wil : p
communities, and their projects demonstrated the their cgcnfld%nce, 2024 Honoree 2025 Honoree
range of issues teens find most pressing today. curiosity an p
connection. e
Olivia Barnhart and Aanya Verma, both of Manlius, '
NY., were selected as our council’s 2024 and 2025 Fall-Winter 2024

GSUSA National Gold Award Scholarship recipients. . . .
* Hands-on learning and interactive badge work at

Strong National Museum of Play in Rochester

Class of 2024 Class of 2025 + Explored New York City, including attending a 9i"f“°“ts‘
Carly Chapman Sierra Green Mary O’Malley-Trumble R%hegaB E. li)zoylf
Emily Chilson Isabel Griswold . Qi Senior Location Executive, IBM etired, Binghamton
Elizabeth Cordeiro Angilee Haberer Wintee-saring 2025 University & Foundation
Julia DeGroot Kaitlin Hougland * First GS}I]JSA Destingtign 1%ine% Girl gcouts: froLn
Madi DelCostell Kelly Ingerick across the country in Québec, Canada, to ice skate
aoll?‘?il; Diro?;sixf © Aislii Jagskolka through forests, visit an ice castle and learn about Hall of Fame Inductees
Darivan DeWeese Allvson Ladouceur Indigenous cultures Amy Szewc-McFadden of Clifton Springs, N.Y., and
Al ok Drozd ki N}I,'kal Mill lored h 1 d Rae Allen of Sandy Creek, N.Y., received our council’s most
ex1s Drozdowski Ikalya Miller + Explored growth at Erie County Botanical Gardens, e . S/ .
Kara Fitch Sneha Poranki created terrariums and learned about plant life distinguished volunteer honor, the Hall of Fame Award, in
Gabrielle Kallin Sophia Randolph 2025 and 2026, respectively. S
N(;;l?:: IIJ(:::;ey Ai‘g’;ﬂ;{ Egzagl Summer 2025 They were each presented with the accolade
Angelina Masotti Lyla Rivard e ) at reglo_na} dinners during Volunteer
Mikavla Morris Isabella Robbins + Summer campers challenged themselves on a five- Appreciation Month. Commemorated every
Erika)I;Tewcombe Valerie Wansink day backpacking trip through Vermont’s Green April, the monthlong celebration includes Girl
Madison Plonka Kyndra Williamson Mountains and built resilience and teamwork Scout Leader’s Day on April 22 and recognizes &
Taylor Ratliff e * International travel to Switzerland and WAGGGS Our ;[/%?u?ﬁg;izt;?,ﬁoaggpsg;;’g‘éﬁg&ﬁ?ﬁgzi?&iOf g
Norah Ritter o ‘"II/O% Chalet connected members with Girl Guides from our footprint.

around the world as they experienced new cultures in

Nicole Szalay the Swiss Alps

\\\\\\
Veronica Tavolette D
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The Hall of Fame Award recognizes a

Aanya Verma + Whale watching and coastal exploration in Cape Cod volunteer with a lifetime commitment to the
Lucille Walker and Martha’s Vineyard combined nature and history Movement within our council. Recipients have
Katherine Wojcik sustained GSNYPENN through support of Girl
Scouts in their community, volunteering in a variety of roles
L JL ) | and gifts of financial support.

Board Member Spotlight: Kathy Burke Barry
Syracuse, N.Y. (Onondaga County)




Night at the
(GSNYPENN) Museum

Troops will soon be able to book an
unforgettable experience: an overnight at the
GSNYPENN Museum located at our service
center in Maine, NY., that combines an
exciting, self-led adventure filled with hands-
on activities with opportunities to explore

the rich history of Girl Scouts and influential
women throughout time. Girls will journey back
through the generations as they discover the
stories, traditions and trailblazers who came
before them and bring history to life in a whole
new way. There’s even an optional add-on
commemorative t-shirt from our GSNYPENN
Press Shop to remember their experience.
Keep an eye on our social channels and council
communications for an announcement when
reservations officially go live.
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Add-on this t-shirt to
remember your experience!
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GSNYPENN Girl Scouts
Explore Civics & Democracy

Troop PA & NYS Advocacy Day:
Civic Engagement in Action

Members from our N Y
Pennsylvania counties
traveled to the state capital
in Harrisburg to join sisters I
from Heart of Pennsylvania AR TR
and Eastern Pennsylvania Q) ) ;
councils for this bipartisan 5 Qg e
caucus of female lawmakers > N
that’s also recognized as s - 50 8RS
an honorary Girl Scout
troop. Girls met with
representatives, connected
with peers and toured the
historic complex. Each
earned their Democracy > 4
badge and, most importantly, &= & ¢
gained a firsthand
perspective on the impact
women are making in public service today by engaging
directly with them.
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A group of our Girl Scouts traveled to the New York state
capital in Albany for Advocacy Day with sisters from
the Northeastern New York council. They met with their
lawmakers, observed live Senate and Assembly sessions
and experienced the legislative process in action.

Their day concluded with a visit to the New York State
Museum to explore the state’s significant natural and
cultural diversity, past and present.

Global Leadership Conference: Courage to Act

Seniors and Ambassadors attended the 39th Global
Leadership Conference in Newport, R.I. Through
workshops on STEM, social justice, financial literacy
and global issues, Girl Scouts built leadership skills and
explored civic impact. Inspired by keynote speakers and
global peers, participants left ready to create change in
their communities and beyond.
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Staff Spotlight

[ will celebrate 10 years with Girl Scouts of
NYPENN Pathways this August. I truly love the
people I work with and the incredible volunteers
who make the Girl Scout experience possible for
girls in our communities.

Before joining the council staff, I served as
a troop leader and Service Unit Manager, so
supporting volunteers and building strong connections with leaders
is something very close to my heart.

[ have two amazing children, Ashley and Johnny, and two wonderful
grandchildren, Arlo and Avianna Renee, who bring me so much joy.

[ share my life with my partner Ed, along with our dog Flare and our
kitten Wednesday.

From mid-May through October, Ed and I live aboard our boat, Lola,
traveling the New York canal system and enjoying life on the water.
Our adventures inspired me to recently publish a book about our
travels along the Erie Canal.

Girl Scouts has always been special to me because it builds
confidence, leadership and lifelong memories for girls while bringing
together such a supportive and inspiring community.
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Juliette Gordon Low
Society

Have you made a planned gift
to Girl Scouts to become part of
this national society? Please let
us know so we can honor you
with this beautiful pin! If you
haven't, it’s easy. You can leave
any amount or percent of your -

life insurance or estate to Girl Scouts—a small bequest
can make a huge difference for our Girl Scouts’ future!

Did You Know?

In 2018, GSUSA and Dianne Belk, Founding Chair of
the Juliette Gordon Low National Society, raised a
challenge for each council across the nation to acquire

four planned gifts. In return, each council would
receive a planned gift of $10,000 from Dianne Belk
and Lawrence Calder. GSNYPENN accepted and met
this challenge!

We hope you'll consider making a gift and joining
the society! Contact JoAnne to discuss your options.
Membership ensures you remain connected to
GSNYPENN now and in the future.



