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Girl Scout Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards

1912
Juliette
Gordon

Low Founds
Girl Scouts

1913-1916
Silver Fish

Highest Awards

1913-1916 : Silver Fish  
1916-1918 : Golden Eagle of Merit  
1918-1938 : Golden Eaglet Tenderfoot
1938-1940: Second Class and First Class (used as    
rankings based on time in Girl Scouts and badges earned)
1940-1963: Curved Bar Award replaced First Class rank 
1963-1980: First Class Award became the highest award 
1980-Present: Bronze Award for Juniors, Silver Award for
Cadettes, and Gold Award for Seniors and Ambassadors

 "The  five requirements for winning the Golden Eaglet Award are character, health,
handicraft, happiness and service, and that others will expect to find in our Golden Eaglet
a perfect specimen of girlhood: mentally, morally, and physically." - Juliette Gordon Low,

the American Girl, November 1923.  

Today, our Highest Awards are called Bronze, Silver, and Gold. They give Girl Scouts the
framework to make lasting change in their community. Girl Scouting’s Highest Awards

have changed over the years. Explore the timeline below and the list of our Legacy
Councils’ very first recipients.

Discover

“Lines to a Golden Eaglet”

I would wish you the range
of the eaglet’s eye

The strength of his wings
that your spirit may fly

Over all of life’s turmoil -
your purpose held high.

I would wish you the
courage to walk unafraid

Wearing proudly the
symbol of your accolade.

Birdsall Otis Edey

Visit the GSNYPENN Highest Awards
page for more information. 
gsnypenn.org/en/members/for-girl-
scouts/highest-awards
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Those who have earned the Golden Eaglet of Merit, the Golden Eaglet, the Curved Bar,
the First Class pin or the Girl Scout Gold Award all reflect this image that the founder
of the Girl Scout Movement envisioned as girls deserving of top honors. Despite name
changes and requirement revisions of Girl Scouting's highest recognitions, recipients
of these awards have always epitomized the dedication, commitment, and
perseverance gained through Girl Scouting. 

 The Girl Scout Gold Award, the most prestigious
award in Girl Scouting, recognizes the leadership,
effort, and impact Senior and Ambassador Girl
Scouts have had on their communities. Only about
five percent of eligible girls take the rigorous path
toward earning this higher award, but those who
complete the journey change the lives of others
and their own in amazing and significant ways. 

The Golden Eagle of Merit was first noted in the 1916 Handbook and modeled after the
British Silver Fish. The requirements were earning 14 proficiency badges chosen from
a list of 17 specified badges. The Golden Eagle of Merit was redesigned in 1919 to the
Golden Eaglet. From 1918 to 1939, only 10,658 Golden Eaglets were awarded. In 1920,
new requirements were made to earn the Golden Eaglet with revisions made once
again in 1928. It was believed that even though there were fewer requirements needed
to obtain the rank, the standards for them should be even higher with an emphasis on
practical application and good turn. To first earn the Golden Eaglet, a Girl Scout had to
earn her rank of Tenderfoot, Second Class Scout, and First Class Scout. The rank of
Tenderfoot was discontinued in 1963 but the pin remained and became known as the
Girl Scout Membership Pin until the design change in 1980. The Curved Bar was
introduced in 1940 for Intermediate Girl Scouts who had completed the rank of First
Class Scout. The Curved Bar was a way to help Intermediate Girl Scouts prepare in
advance for some of the things they would do as Senior Girl Scouts. Four proficiency
badges had to be earned in addition to the First Class Scout from a list of
predetermined badges. At first, it was a gold arc patch, later replaced by the Curved
Bar Pin in 1947. The Curved Bar was discontinued in 1963 with the introduction of the
4 age-level program when the requirements for First Class Scout were considered
challenging enough to render the Curved Bar unnecessary. The Girl Scout Gold Award
was introduced in 1980 and became the first highest award in Girl Scouts. This award
replaced the previous award of First Class Scout. This new recognition helped girls
focus on four areas: skill development, leadership, service, and career exploration. We
now have Gold, Silver, and Bronze Awards based on program age levels. 
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Discover

CNY Council’s Golden Eaglet Recipients
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Discover

Foothills Council’s Golden Eaglet Recipients
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Discover

Indian Hills & Thousand Islands Councils’ Golden Eaglet Recipients
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Seven Lakes Council’s Golden Eaglet Recipients
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