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Girl Scouts Partner with Local Meals on Wheels as Programs Become Even More
Crucial During Pandemic
Cicero, N.Y. (April 13, 2020) — Prior to local outbreak of COVID-19, the Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways (GSNYPENN) Council
(serving 24 counties in New York and two in Northern Pennsylvania) designated Meals on Wheels programs across its service
area as the 2020 Sweet Support community partner for its cookie program. Through this annual service project, customers
choose to gift their Girl Scout Cookie purchases to assist a designated community entity.
With social distancing and shelter at home
mandates now in effect across NY and PA to help
mitigate spread of the coronavirus, Meals on
Wheels programs are more critical than ever. Local
programs are experiencing an increase in the
number of elderly community members requesting
meals. To-date, roughly 550 cases (6,600 individual
boxes) of Girl Scout Cookies have been donated to
Meals on Wheels. Even more are being shared each
day thanks to the generosity of the public and
troops obtaining more customer cookie donations.
Meals on Wheels supports more than 5,000
community-based programs across the country
dedicated to addressing senior isolation and hunger.
The network serves virtually every community to
deliver nutritious meals, friendly visits and safety
checks that enable seniors to live nourished lives
with independence and dignity, strengthening
communities one senior at a time.

GSNYPENN has donated roughly 6,600 boxes (550 cases) of Girl Scout Cookies to-date
to regional Meals on Wheels programs across its council territory, with more donations
on the way. Pictured are MOW staff accepting donations in Seneca County, NY (top left),
Tioga County, NY (top right), Bradford County and Tioga County, PA (bottom left) and
Cayuga County, NY (bottom right). (Photos courtesy of Girl Scouts of NYPENN
Pathways)

“We are very happy to partner with Meals on
Wheels as our Sweet Support community recipient.
As fate would have it, this partnership comes at a
critical moment. We are grateful to help provide a
special treat for those seeking this service during
these challenging times,” says GSNYPENN CEO Julie
Dale.

“We distributed a box of cookies to around 400 of
our meal recipients on one day of deliveries along
with their home delivered meals. At a time when coronavirus is on everyone’s minds, providing Girl Scout Cookies put a smile
on our meal recipients’ faces. We, and I am sure our recipients, are grateful to GSNYPENN for their generosity,” says Mason
Kaufman, Executive Director, Meals on Wheels of Syracuse.
“Due to the pandemic, many of our older neighbors are trying to avoid grocery shopping; or children that checked on them
daily are now having to shelter at their own homes. For various reasons, the demand for our services, providing daily meals
along with a welfare check, has doubled in three weeks’ time. Our staff and volunteers have had to deal with many challenges
to meet increased demand. A bright spot has been Girl Scout Cookie donations. Giving a little unexpected surprise of a box of
cookies is nice for the people we serve, as well as, for our dedicated volunteers who remain committed to our mission. We

appreciate everyone involved with the donations,” says Mary Ellen Kaier, Executive Director, Meals on Wheels of Eastern
Onondaga County.
“The Girl Scout Cookie donation is a treat for home-bound seniors! In addition to providing two daily home delivered meals to
475-500 senior residents of Oswego County, we also keep a small pantry that relays solely on donations. When a driver
notices a home may need additional food, a pantry box is delivered. As you can imagine, shelves have become quite bare.
Having cookies on hand will help fill boxes going out at this critical time. We have added around 100 additional clients in the
last couple weeks. In addition, five of our Dining and Activity Centers are providing meals to seniors utilizing a drive-thru
model. This week, we will send out over 1,200 meals with cookies as a sweet treat,” says Lori A. Halstead, Coordinator of
Nutrition Services, Oswego County Opportunities, Inc.
“For many years, we’ve had local Girl Scout troops donate cookies to pass on to our recipients. It’s always been such a treat
for them. This year, it’s a whole lot better because everyone who receives MOW will get a box of cookies! I love the whole
concept of ‘Sweet Support;’ it’s a win-win for both parties involved. The timing couldn’t be better! In these days of
uncertainty, I believe that feelings of isolation are being felt to a much greater degree. The virus has literally cut people off
from one another. We’ve had to limit so much of our human contact, in hopes of protecting our seniors and homebound
individuals, that both volunteers and recipients are experiencing the effects. The greatest thing about
Delivering meals are the moments spent interacting. Girl Scout Cookies with each delivery are such a delight to all. It truly
brightens up their day,” says Donna White, Food Programs Director, Watertown Urban Mission.
“We are very grateful to GSNYPENN. Our clients shelter in place year-round, but to be cut off and even more isolated due to
the virus can cause depression. We received Girl Scout Cookies and sent a box to each client with a wish for a Happy Easter.
It was a very timely gift. An area Girl Scout troop also gave us cookies plus Easter cards the girls made, which we put into
clients’ meal packages to brighten their day. On behalf of all of our clients, we send a big shout out to all who made this
‘Sweet Support’ possible,” says Cindy Sullivan, Director, Massena Meals on Wheels.
“Since Girl Scout Cookies were delivered with our meals, we’ve had numerous positive phone calls and customer comments.
Our customer base during this crisis has grown. One told us that these little treats are like ‘a ray of light shining through all of
this COVID-19 darkness’ and that they haven't smiled in what seems to be a very long time ‘until today,’” says Jamie Hojnoski,
Director, Senior Nutrition Program, Pro Action of Steuben and Yates, Inc.
“We recently changed to an alternative delivery route and decided to surprise our recipients with the donated Girl Scout
Cookies. Our drivers and recipients would ordinarily enjoy a chat during deliveries. Now that the process has been refined to
limit social interaction, it’s been remarkable to see how the simple gesture of goodwill in a surprise box of cookies
revives the feeling of community,” says Kelly Hall, Community Services Coordinator, Bradford, Sullivan, Susquehanna and
Tioga Area Agency on Aging, Inc.
GSNYPENN is partnering with Meals on Wheels across its footprint:
New York*:
Allegany, Broome, Cayuga, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland,
Delaware, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, Oneida, Onondaga,
Ontario, Oswego, Otsego, St. Lawrence, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben,
Tioga, Tompkins, Yates
*all NY counties served by the council with the exception of Wayne, which
elected not to partner

Pennsylvania:
Bradford, Tioga

*donated cookies are also being shared with Sullivan and Susquehanna
counties, outside the council’s footprint

To donate a cookie purchase to Meals on Wheels and/or make a
monetary gift to purchase cookies for donation, visit
gsnypenn.org/cookiefinder.
For more information on GSNYPENN’s response to COVID-19, visit
gsnypenn.org/covid19. Girl Scouts serves girls in grade K-12. Annual
membership is $25. Financial assistance is available. To register a girl online, visit gsnypenn.org/join. To become an adult
volunteer, learn more at gsnypenn.org/volunteer.

(map graphic courtesy of Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways)

###
Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways, Inc.
Girl Scouts is the preeminent leadership development organization for girls. We believe in the power of every G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker,
Leader)™ to change the world. Our extraordinary journey began more than 100 years ago with the original G.I.R.L., Juliette Gordon “Daisy” Low. Today we
continue the Girl Scout mission of building girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place. GSNYPENN is chartered by Girl
Scouts of the USA to administer the Girl Scout program in 24 counties of New York and two in Pennsylvania. We offer every girl a chance to practice a
lifetime of leadership, adventure, and success. Girl Scouts serves girls in grades K-12. Annual membership is $25. Financial assistance is available. To register
a girl online, visit gsnypenn.org/join. To become an adult volunteer, learn more at gsnypenn.org/volunteer.

