
The Lowdown
Alum Newsletter // Summer-Fall 2022

What a whirlwind nine-day tour we had with eight 
GSNYPENN Girl Scouts and our adult chaperones! The 
temperatures averaged 95 degrees each day, so we drank lots 
of water. We visited Rome and Florence in Italy and traveled 
to Athens, Meteora and Delphi in Greece. We ate so much 
delicious food—fresh pasta and cheeses in Italy, and olives and 
feta in Greece. Italian highlights included The Vatican and St. 
Peter’s Basilica (where girls had the chance to go underground 
in the Roman catacombs) and Florence where we viewed 
Michelangelo’s masterpiece David and the Duomo cathedral. 
In Greece, it was seeing the “City in the Sky” (a series of 
monasteries on tall cliffs) in Meteora, the Oracles at Delphi 
and walking where Aristotle and Socrates once did, and all the 
beautiful ancient architecture nestled in modern cities. It was 
a trip of a lifetime for the girls and our group!
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Girl Scouts Love to Travel! 

From field trips, they take as Brownies to global adventures they can go on as Cadettes through Ambassadors, girls who love 
exploring different places and cultures can find an amazing experience through Girl Scout travel excursions. This summer, 
two groups of GSNYPENN girls, council staff, and adult chaperones traversed the globe and shared their experiences with us. 

Sara Scott, Director of Membership Engagement      
Destination: Costa Rica  
 
We traveled with a group of five GSNYPENN Girl Scouts and 
three adults and were put into a larger travel group with Girl 
Scouts from Little Rock, Arkansas, Austin, Texas, and a 
mother-daughter duo from outside of Boston, Massachusetts. It 
was such a cool experience and truly a magical trip. We zip-lined, 
white water rafted, swam at the bottom of a waterfall, relaxed in 
hot springs, took painting and dance classes, and toured coffee 
and chocolate plantations. The girls had an amazing experience 
and so did the adults. It was awesome to share this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for all! 

Liz Schmidt, Director of Camps & Outdoor Engagement  
Destination: Greece, Italy  

Next Up: Japan in 2023 & Galapagos in 2024  

GSNYPENN girls will visit Buddhist temples, the modern city 
of Tokyo (including shopping and anime districts), the bamboo 
forests and deer park in Nara, Disneyland Tokyo, and finish at 
Hiroshima where they will learn about the not-so-distant history 
of World War II and its effects on the Japanese people. This trip 
is already full, with about 60 participants! In 2024, we head to 
the Galapagos Islands in the Pacific Ocean, a province of Ecuador.



Ask anyone who knows Burnsie and 
they’ll tell you she embodies all things 
Girl Scouts and camping. If you’re 
familiar with our Camp Amahami in 
Deposit, N.Y., then chances are you 
know Burnsie!   

Burnsie has been 
involved in Girl 
Scouting since 
1965 and was a girl 
member through 
1974.  She began 
as a counselor at 
Camp Timbercrest 

in Cattaraugus County in 1979 and 
shared that this opportunity drove 
her love of working with girls in a 
camp setting. She ultimately became 
camp director and following her 
time at Timbercrest, has worked at 
Girl Scout camps for more than 20 
years. A fond memory she shared 
was spending a summer at Girl Scout 
National Center West in Wyoming 
where she took girls from across the 
country on a six-day horseback riding 
trip through the Big Horn Mountains.   

Burnsie served as camp director at 
Amahami in the late 1980s and once 
again this summer—some 34 years 
later—she stepped forward to take 
the helm during overnight camps at 
the property. Her legacy at Amahami 
is one of legend and all involved were 
beyond thrilled to welcome her back 
as director.  

“When I called Burnsie to tell her 
the devastating news about having 
to cancel summer camp at our 
Comstock property in Ithaca due to 
staffing shortages, she reacted as a 
true camp person would—she told me 
she’d take them at Amahami,” said 
Liz Schmidt, GSNYPENN Director of 
Camps & Outdoor Engagement.  

Burnsie immediately reached out 
to local high schools, friends, and 
former campers to hire additional 
staff and made it happen. Any girl 
who wanted to attend was welcomed 
into the Amahami fold. Burnsie called 

nervous parents to tell them all about 
camp to assuage their fears. When 
new campers arrived each week, she 
made sure each of them felt at home, 
even if they had never been to the 
property.  

“Burnsie is the epitome of what we 
want girls to experience when they 
come to Girl Scout camp,” Schmidt 
says.  

In addition, Burnsie has been a troop 
leader and Service Unit volunteer 
with our council (and legacy council 
Indian Hills) for 25 years. She shared 
that highlights of her time in this 
capacity include attending the 95th 
and 100th Girl Scout anniversary 
gatherings on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., traveling to Our 
Chalet in Switzerland in 2009, a 
small international encampment in 
Canada in 2012, and a trip to Windsor, 
England for a WINGGS encampment 
with 7,000 Girl Scouts from 43 
countries in 2014. The group was 
hosted by a British Guide troop. After, 
Burnsie spent a week with a former 
Amahami camp counselor and they 
have kept in touch ever since. As a 
council volunteer, Burnsie has earned 
Thanks Badge and Thanks Badge II. 
She also worked full-time for Indian 
Hills as a counselor for the Outward-
Bound Program and says she runs 
into former campers still today and 
enjoys catching up with them.  

Another passion 
of Burnsie’s is 
coordinating 
Girl Scout races 
for the General 
Clinton Canoe 
Regatta in the 

upper Susquehanna River valley.  
Girls from New Hampshire to Virginia 
attend each year to compete and 
build friendships over Memorial 
Day weekend. The regatta has run 
for 45 years. Thanks to Burnsie’s 
contributions beginning in 1994, she 
was inducted into the regatta’s Hall 
of Fame. This summer, she traveled 

Dear Friends of
Girl Scouting, 
As we head into the 2022-23 member year  
(beginning October 1), I’m happy to report our membership 
numbers have already surpassed goal! This is due in great part 
to our amazing staff and dedicated volunteers across our 26 
counties.   

Our theme for this edition of the newsletter is travel. Global travel is not new to Girl 
Scouts, as you will read about in our History and Archives Corner. Check out our cover 
story about amazing international trips girls experienced this summer and plans for 
2023-24, then read about our annual Alum Cruise in the pages that follow  
(this summer it was on beautiful Seneca Lake).  

Next July is Phenom: the 2023 Girl Scout Convention and 56th National Council 
Session at Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida. Girl Scouts and alums from 
across the country and around the world and those who believe in our mission 
gather every three years for convention. If you have never been, you should consider 
attending. Check out girlscouts.org/convention for details and to register.  

We’ve been busy supporting inclusion of Girl Scout history in community exhibits 
across our footprint working with our History and Archives Committee. Background 
on Camp Comstock was provided for a Ulysses Historical Society Museum 
(Trumansburg, N.Y.) exhibit on early 20th-century scout camps on Cayuga Lake. 
School House Museum and Community Center (Gulf Summit, N.Y.) was dedicated 
in July and Girl Scout history from early 20th-century Deposit, N.Y. (legacy council 
Indian Hills) showcased summer encampments held at Summit Lake at Camp 
Amadaha (forerunner to Camp Amahami). This fall, Cayuga Museum of History and 
Art (Auburn, N.Y.) mounts an exhibit in celebration of Cayuga County United Way’s 
100th anniversary in which will appear an original 1914 khaki uniform and hat on 
display along with historical text on Cayuga County Girl Scouts (legacy council Seven 
Lakes, one of the four original United Way-funded agencies).  

Get ready to “travel” while you read this issue—and perhaps even be transported 
back in time, too! 

Yours in Girl Scouting,  
 

JoAnne Morak  
Director of Development
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Alum Profile: Eileen “Burnsie” Tallmadge 

Alum Cruise 2022: Seneca Lake 
Twenty-five alums and council staff set sail in August 
on beautiful Seneca Lake for our annual cruise. As a 
bonus, we were invited to tour former Girl Scout Camp 
Kanadasaga, which ceased operation in 1974 and was 
sold as private property. The generous current owners 
have incorporated Girl Scout history into renovations 
on their family summer home and were thrilled to 
bring alums back to this very special place. Fun fact: one of our alum cruise 
participants attended Kanadasaga as a child and sang the camp song to all of 
us! It was once again a memorable experience. 



nervous parents to tell them all about 
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new campers arrived each week, she 
made sure each of them felt at home, 
even if they had never been to the 
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coordinating 
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upper Susquehanna River valley.  
Girls from New Hampshire to Virginia 
attend each year to compete and 
build friendships over Memorial 
Day weekend. The regatta has run 
for 45 years. Thanks to Burnsie’s 
contributions beginning in 1994, she 
was inducted into the regatta’s Hall 
of Fame. This summer, she traveled 

to Seattle, Washington to gather with 
regatta friends and former camp staff 
who share this special bond made 
stronger through Girl Scouting.    

In 2012, Burnsie formed Friends 
of Amahami with GSNYPENN 
volunteers and Girl Scout sisters Sue 
Shove and Helen Kittle. Together with 
fellow volunteers, the group ran three 
summers of volunteer-led minicamp 
sessions to keep Amahami going 
while council-led overnight camps 
were not operating.   

“Burnsie treats everyone as though 
they have the right skill set to do 
whatever job they do. She helps 
young people gain proficiencies 
and confidence to step up and do 
new things, and is always up for an 
adventure,” says Sue and Helen. 

Friends of Amahami is an 
active group that is passionate 
and committed to the camp’s 
sustainability and one-of-a-kind 
experience. With over 1,000 people 
engaged on its Facebook page, the 
group runs several events each year 
including Weekend by the Water 
and Winter Weekend. They also help 
support Harvest Fest, cook for Day 
of Caring, help during weekends, 
volunteer and work at overnight 
camps, attend and support the 
council’s annual Women of Distinction 
event, and donate numerous items 
for use at Amahami. If interested 
in joining, contact Burnsie at 
etallmadge@aol.com or  
Janet McHenry at  
janet.mchenry62@gmail.com.   

“The greatest gift Girl Scouts has 
given me is lifelong friends, some 
of whom have become like family,” 
says Burnsie. “Girl Scouts is a 
sisterhood (and even brothers) 
whose friendships span the 
decades. Even when it has been  
years since we last connected, that 
bond lives on.” 
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New Council Board Chair: 
Tiffany Alvarez Smith  
  
I’m excited and honored to lead the GSNYPENN Board of 
Directors! I grew up in southwest Washington state, was a 
Girl Scout in K-12th, earned my Gold Award, and had the 
privilege of keeping the same troop leader, Tina Vigorito, 
for almost all that time. My troop was adventurous—we 
camped, backpacked, hiked, had sleepovers and cook-offs, 
and sold lots of cookies! My favorite memory is our 14-day 
road trip to Yellowstone National Park. Tina and many of us 
keep in touch and it’s been great to see everyone grow up, 
become professionals, and welcome families!   

In 2007, I moved to New York and have been a greater 
Syracuse resident since 2014. I began serving on the board 
in February 2019. I’m a classroom teacher by training with 
15 years’ experience in public education. I believe every 
child deserves access to quality educational opportunities 
regardless of zip code, family status, or country/language of 
origin.  

In my role as partnership manager, I support education 
leaders to understand the agency they have to disrupt and 
dismantle systems of oppression that perpetuate inequities, 
especially for children of color and those in poverty. As a 
trusted advisor to superintendents and senior-level school 
system leaders in seven school districts across the country, 
I help Achievement Network study the impact of our system 
and school-level support to understand what’s possible 
in instructional improvement, particularly for two of our 
largest national grant projects. 

I’m a Teach for America alumna and hold an M.S. in 
teaching from Pace University and a B.A. in sociology from 
Stanford. I’m also active in Stanford’s alumni community, 
interview prospective students, serve on reunion 
committees, and write Class of 2007 Notes (as I have for 
the last decade.) For my sustained volunteer commitment 
to the university, I was elected to membership in Stanford 
Associates, an honor that fewer than two percent of alumni 
earn. I’m presently pursuing a doctorate in educational 
leadership, administration, and policy at Fordham.  

My husband Kayson and I welcomed our 
first child, Layla Naomi, in October 2021. 
She is our biggest delight and is growing 
quickly. We love to travel and spend time 
with our extended family, and recently 
purchased a summer cottage in Jefferson 
County which we’ve been renovating. 
We’re excited to make memories there for years to come!

Women of Distinction 2022: Honoring Carole Coppens 
Women of Distinction are an exceptional group of women who exhibit 
outstanding leadership through mentoring, community service and/
or business; leadership that embodies the Girl Scout mission of 
building girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the 
world a better place. On September 27, we celebrated 2022 honoree 
Carole Coppens, Executive Director of the YWCA of Binghamton, 
during a breakfast event at DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Binghamton. 
Carole has served Broome County’s charitable sector for over 35 years; 
transforming hundreds of lives through a hospital-based wellness 
center she created and managed followed by her over two decades of 
work growing the YWCA of Binghamton into a multimillion nonprofit 
that seeks to end racism and empowers women. Carole is also a proud 
Girl Scout alum.



This year marked the 110th anniversary of Girl Scouting in the 
United States. Just as Juliette Gordon Low brought the Girl Scout 
Movement to this country, the Girl Guide/Girl Scout Movement 
spread rapidly to other countries as well.  

In 1920, the First International Conference was held in 
Oxford, England. The International Council included two girl 
representatives from each country. It was there that Low and 
Girl Scouts from the USA introduced “Taps” to the Movement.  

In 1928, the International Council was replaced by the World Association of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts now known as WAGGGS. Founding members from 26 
countries attended. Today WAGGGS represents 10 million girls and young women in 
152 countries.  

The WAGGGS mission is: “To enable girls and young women to develop their fullest 
potential as responsible citizens of the world.” Girl Guides and Girl Scouts of the post-
World War I era embodied the values, character, and courage to envision and forge the 
path to international friendship and understanding.    

Following World War II, in an era of increased international focus and friendship, 
in 1949 the World Association Pin was introduced; and worn by Girl Scouts and Girl 
Guides all over the world. It is still worn today by all as the symbol of the Girl Guide/
Girl Scout commitment to international friendship and peace.  

Throughout the 20th century trips abroad were planned so 
that girls from around the world could gather together at world 
camps, conferences, and world centers. Making new friends, 
learning about the world beyond their own, and bringing home 
a greater understanding of themselves and the role they can 
play in making the world a better place is the amazing vision 
come to life that Low and her sisters around the world had.  

Mid-century in this country, GSUSA offered outdoor and adventure travel for older 
girls through programs such as Round-Ups, Wider Opportunities, and Destinations. 
International travel opportunities continue to be a part of the  
Girl Scout Leadership Experience.  

Girl Scouting today, built on an amazing vision, continues to challenge and encourage 
girls and young women to look outward to the global world, meet its challenges, take 
hold of its opportunities and make their world a better place.    

Girl Scout alums stand strong just as Juliette Gordon Low and her global sisterhood 
did to celebrate, encourage and support every Girl Scout’s future.   

“Day is done, gone the sun…” but the light of Girl Scouting shines bright 
each new day.

History and Archives Corner

GSNYPENN aspires to erect a 
new multiuse building at Camp 
Comstock in Ithaca, NY. This 
proposed 5,000-square foot 
space will allow indoor overnights 
during cooler weather months and 

help meet growing space needs with a more accessible, 
winterized building at the entrance to the property. It 
will also allow Comstock to double its present capacity 
for summer overnight camp sessions, provide winterized 
space for our active volunteer membership, and secure the 
sustainability of our camp for decades to come.  

We seek to raise $900,000 for this project and have begun 
this work, with the hopes of building and opening this new 
facility in spring 2024. To the right is a chart with campaign 
fundraising goals and giving levels. Pledges, including 
multiyear, are encouraged. Contact JoAnne to make an 
investment in Camp Comstock, to help our local 
Girl Scouts lead.  

Comstock Capital Campaign Update

How Your Support 
Helps Members 

We continue to offer financial assistance 
to anyone who requests this support to 
enable them to participate in the Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience across our council 
service area. Here’s how your support stays 
local to help our members: 

Data as of August 22, 2022

Support our council today at 
gsnypenn.org/donate



About GSNYPENN

Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways is chartered by Girl 
Scouts of the USA to administer the Girl Scout program in 
24 counties of New York and two in Pennsylvania. We’re 
the preeminent leadership development organization for 
girls. We offer every girl a chance to practice a lifetime of 
leadership, adventure, and success. 

We are dedicated to serving our council membership. Your 
support stays local and gives girls across our region the 
opportunity to experience the magic of Girl Scouting.

Contact JoAnne Morak: 
315.288.0953 
jmorak@gsnypenn.org

Building girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a better place.

1.315.698.9400 or 1.800.943.4414 • gsnypenn.org • info@gsnypenn.org 

Questions, comments, news, donations or  
suggestions? We would love to hear from you!

2022 GSNYPENN Hall of Fame 
Inductees 
Recognizes a lifetime commitment to the Girl Scout Movement within 
GSNYPENN; the recipient has supported the council in a variety of ways 
including in the community, volunteering in a variety of roles, and through a 
financial gift. Presented annually each spring at our 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinners.  

Marcia Oney of Chase Mills, N.Y. 
A Girl Scout for 65 years, Marcia began her volunteer 
career with our Thousand Islands legacy council. For 
more than 50 years, she’s shared her time, energy, and 
skills as a dedicated and responsive volunteer with lasting 
impact. She’s served as a troop and Service Unit leader, 
board member, day camp and encampment director, new 

leader mentor, adult learning facilitator and delegate. With her support, 
the North Country remains a close-knit Girl Scout community. Marcia and 
her peers formed North Star group ensuring SUs in their region remain 
connected, helping leaders carry on traditions, and introducing troops to new 
possibilities. Marcia recognizes the value of a strong team and appreciates her 
fellow volunteers. She helps new leaders feel welcomed, seasoned volunteers 
feel valued and keeps a girl-led experience as the driving force. 
 

Susan Swanson of Syracuse, N.Y. 
Susan has been a Girl Scout for over 40 years and came to us 
by way of Georgia. She held a variety of roles across councils 
and with GSUSA, and currently gives her time, dedication 
and talents to our Alum Relations and History & Archives 
committees by organizing and contributing materials for 
alum gatherings, the curation of historical exhibits for 

events and by sharing her love of all things Girl Scouts. At times, you may 
even spot her dressed in uniform circa 1912 presenting herself to members as 
founder Juliette Gordon Low. In those moments, Susan imparts an authentic 
and gracious knowledge, passion, and love of Girl Scouts. Everything she does 
begins with her belief in and for girls: girls first, girl-led. 

Service Centers

Camps

First-Ever Camp Beyond 
Binary a Success  
 

The inaugural offering of Camp 
Beyond Binary—a weeklong 
overnight summer camp for any 
LGBTQ+ youth aged 12-18 piloted 
and powered by GSNYPENN—

was held with great success in August. The camp 
embraces core values of justice, empathy, leadership, 
transformation, and belonging. The idea stemmed 
from a lack of resources for LGBTQ+ youth not being 
met affordably within our council footprint. A group 
of 55 youth attended, and we have received positive 
feedback seeking more sessions next summer. Below 
is a letter of appreciation from a camper’s parent.  
 
Dear all, 

I wanted to send a heartfelt note of gratitude 
for everything you did 
to make Camp Beyond 
Binary a reality and a 
tremendous success. 
Mary had an incredibly 
hard year, and I was so 
hopeful that camp would 
be a transformative experience for her. All 
of my hopes, and then some, came true. She 
pushed through her initial fears and anxieties 
and allowed her true self to shine.  

Signed,  
X 

(Names changed for privacy)



Meet Grace Nassar,  
Membership Engagement 
Manager

Grace has worked for Girl Scouts for over 22 years.  
As a new mother of a future Girl Scout, she began  
part-time in a position where she felt valued as a smart independent worker 
with a schedule that allowed her to create a meaningful work-life balance and 
says it’s become the perfect full-time gig.  
 
“Empowering girls and adults to see their self-worth is the best feeling, and 
to see those whom I serve grow and gain confidence. Their smiles are the 
greatest reward possible” she says. 

Grace comes from a large Italian family so building relationships is important 
to her; her twin sister is one of her best friends. Grace loves to cook, entertain, 
plan trips to explore new places, eat good food, and take care of herself by 
running and hiking. She also loves being a mom to her kids and dog, enjoying 
nature with her husband, listening to music, and having fun.   

Grace has had a variety of experiences working in membership, recruitment, 
community development, girl programs, and adult volunteer development 
over the years. Her favorite memories include Veni. Vidi. Vici. overnight with 
over 500 Girl Scouts, running a local day camp, and Comfort Zone, a fun-filled 
girls’ conference focused on social and emotional wellbeing and careers. She 
also loves leading programs like series and a virtual Daisy troop started during 
the height of the pandemic.  

“Girl Scouts is a great place to work filled with caring co-workers who live by 
our mission. It makes my job easy knowing I have a hardworking, creative 
team on my side,” she says.

Juliette Gordon Low 
Society

Have you made a planned gift to 
Girl Scouts to become part of this 
national society? Please let us 
know so we can honor you with 
this beautiful pin! If you haven’t, 
it’s easy. You can leave any amount 
or percent of your life insurance 
or estate to Girl Scouts—a small bequest can make a 
huge difference for our girls’ future! 

 

Did You Know?

In 2018, GSUSA and Dianne Belk, Founding Chair of 
the Juliette Gordon Low National Society, raised a 
challenge for each council across the nation to acquire 
four planned gifts. In return, each council would 
receive a planned gift of $10,000 from Dianne Belk 
and Lawrence Calder. GSNYPENN accepted and met  
this challenge!

We hope you’ll consider making a gift and joining 
the society! Contact JoAnne to discuss your options. 
Membership ensures you remain connected to 
GSNYPENN now and in the future. 

8170 Thompson Road
Cicero, NY 13039-9393

We’ve been busy...

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT # 1412
SYRACUSE, NY

Catch the 
latest alum  

news inside!


