The Lowdown
Alum Newsletter // Summer-Fall 2021

Our theme for the new member year is getting “back to basics.” While present
challenges remain, we’re focused on what Girl Scouts do best!

Making
Friends!

Being
Leaders!
Enjoying
Outdoors!

Earning
Badges!

Dear Friends of
Girl Scouting,
I hope you enjoyed the warm, beautiful days
of summer’s end and are looking forward to
what we hope is an equally wonderful fall and
winter. This member year, after hitting “pause”
for much of the last, we’re “pressing play” and
getting “back to basics!” We’re keeping things simple
yet fun as we re-engage members and invite new ones to join us.
This spring after canceling summer camp in 2020, we cautiously prepared
for summer 2021 and to welcome back our Girl Scouts, volunteers and staff.
It proved to be an amazing summer—so many smiling, happy faces—and
though a tad different, being at camp was an exciting and long overdue return
to “normal.”
We remain cautiously optimistic as we bring back in-person programs and
events. We held Fall Kick-Offs in August for volunteers who were comfortable
attending. We’ve brought back quarterly virtual Town Hall Meetings via Zoom.
The next one is December 1 and you’re welcome to attend! Simply search
“town hall” on gsnypenn.org/events for the link and log in information.
In August, we held our first in-person alum event since the onset of the
pandemic. We sailed for two hours aboard a private Discover Cayuga Lake
charter for a delightful and relaxing afternoon cruise. We even sailed by our
Comstock Adventure Center, twice!
In September—just in time for the start of the changing fall foliage—we
boarded the Adirondack Railroad in Utica for a roundtrip alum journey to
Old Forge, spending the day in the quaint hamlet. We wrapped up the month
by finally holding our twice-delayed 2020-2021 Women of Distinction (third
time’s the charm) event honoring Diane L. Brown, Executive Director of the
Community Foundation for South Central New York. All events were carefully
planned and executed with proper safety protocols to ensure our guests always
felt safe and comfortable.
Additionally, our council recently purchased a building and property to open a
new service center in Maine, NY—complete with space for a future GSNYPENN
Girl Scouts Museum! We’re in the process of opening an additional office in
downtown Utica, NY, with our neighbors at United Way of the Mohawk Valley.
Stay tuned to our website and social media for details about open houses at a
future date.
Our History & Archives Committee’s H&A Corner this issue reminds us of
simpler times. (It may even surprise you that we’re still doing the same great
things Girl Scouts have always done!) Friendship, adventures and making a
difference—it’s the Girl Scout way!
I hope you enjoy the newsletter!

Yours in Girl Scouting,

JoAnne Morak
Development Director
GSNYPENN
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Hall of Fame
The
GSNYPENN
Hall of
Fame Award
recognizes
a lifetime
commitment
to the
Girl Scout
Movement
within our council. Recipients
have supported the council
in a variety of ways including
championing Girl Scouts in their
communities, volunteering in
a variety of roles and through
a financial gift. The award was
established by council in 2018
and is presented annually during
Volunteer Appreciation Month
celebrations held each April.
Bette Mayne of Sherburne, NY,
is an exemplary and dedicated
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2020-2021 Women of
Distinction: Third Time’
The Charm!

On September 28, we were finally able
to honor Diane L. Brown, Executive
Director of the Community Foundation
for South Central New York, as our
Woman of Distinction. Our twicerescheduled event was a great
success as we safely came together
over breakfast in Binghamton, NY, to celebr
and recognize Diane’s outstanding leadersh
embodiment of the Girl Scout Mission.

Adirondack Railroad
Alum Trip

All aboard! 25 alums, members, staff and b
hopped on the Adirondack Railroad in Utic
beautiful day in Old
Forge. Guests enjoyed
shopping and
sightseeing in the
quaint hamlet
before heading
back to Utica.

Profile: 2021 GSNYPENN
e Inductee Bette Mayne
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Through this newsletter, we strive to bring you
information and updates about our alums and events
where we celebrate alums of past and present, capital
projects, council updates and our favorite look back at
Girl Scouting over the years through H&A Corner.
Our mailing list has grown over the years (so exciting)
and with the rising costs of outside print and mail
services, we want to ensure everyone receiving this
publication is enjoying it and would like to continue
to do so. (We do hope your response is a resounding
YES!)
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Scouting, our traditions and the
role they themselves play within
those traditions.
Bette is also a gift to her
peer volunteers—mentoring,
supporting and empowering
women in her community to
develop their personal leadership
abilities. She always creates
an inclusive environment for
our volunteers, welcomes
new leaders (even if they have
no daughters involved in Girl
Scouting), empowers women to
take on leadership positions and
continuously supports the family’s
role in Girl Scouting.
The ripple effect of Bette’s touch
reaches far and wide across our
council. Thank you, Bette, for your
unending dedication to
Girl Scouts!

Cayuga Lake Alum Cruise
In August, 40 alums and council members joined
board and staff for a beautiful afternoon cruise along
Cayuga Lake—complete with a sail by our Comstock
camp property, twice!
Many Girl Scout stories were shared, and new friends
made! Special alums in attendance included:
Nancy Northrop, who joined us from Louisville,
Kentucky, at 87 years young. Nancy was involved with
our Seven Lakes, Central New York and Thousand
Islands legacy councils. A national volunteer and
active partner with the Trefoil Guild/OST USA, Nancy
is currently part of the Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana
Council.
Bette Stearns, who joined us from Cazenovia, NY,
at 81 years young. Bette was a girl member, multivolunteer position holder
and past staff of our CNY
legacy council. Her mother,
Gertrude Fling–Davis,
was a member of the
very first charter troop—
Troop 1—which started on
Long Island in 1914. The
troop was in existence for
50 years, and Gertrude
attended the 50-year
celebration in 1964.

If your answer is yes, we respectfully ask for a
minimal donation of just $5.00 via the remittance
envelope inside this issue or using the QR code
below. All proceeds raised go to support our
mission of building girls of courage, confidence,
and character, who make the world a better place.
(Unless otherwise designated on the envelope or if you
personally request a different designation.)
If making a minimal donation presents a financial
hardship, please reach out to JoAnne.
Please note: if you already make an
annual donation to GSNYPENN at
least once a year, you are all set—and
we thank you!

Future Trip to
The Birthplace
Prior to the pandemic, we began looking into a motor
coach trip to Savannah, Georgia, to visit the Juliette
Gordon Low Birthplace. We’ve reopened this idea! If
interested, reach out to us to be assured a place on
the bus. The trip will likely be three to four days, with
cost TBD—we hope to make it affordable for all. The
Birthplace has been a gathering place for girls and
alums for more than 100 years. For the past two years,
GSUSA has been working to enhance access to the site
by developing a renovation plan to serve all visitors.
Interested?
Fill out the form at gsnypenn.org/birthplacetrip.

A Note From
GSNYPENN CEO
Julie Dale
We’re so grateful for your continued
support! Girl Scouts of NYPENN
Pathways is proud to offer every girl,
in these ever-changing times, an
opportunity to prepare for a lifetime
of leadership, adventure, and success.
We’re inspired every day by the
resilience that our Girl Scouts
demonstrate at home with family and
friends, and out in their communities.
Our theme for this member year is
“back to basics” and we’re focusing on
what we do best: having fun, enjoying
the great outdoors, completing
exciting journeys and earning badges!
2020 highlighted that the most
important aspect of the Girl Scout
Leadership Experience is the lasting
relationship between troop leader
and girls. When I have the honor
to attend bridging ceremonies and
witness our Ambassadors bridging to
adults, I regularly hear girls express
the same sentiment—that the reason
they stayed in Girl Scouts is because
of their troop leaders. Many even call
them “a second Mom.”
We are committed to providing all of
our troop leaders and adult volunteers
with the support and resources
they need to provide a wonderful
experience for the girls.
Thank you again!

History and Archives Corner
On the Trail to Tomorrow
The 1965 Girl Scout Senior Round Up was held in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, on the
Farragut Wildlife Management Area. The participants came from 43 countries
of the free world, all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands and the Canal Zone.
Round Ups were held to give a sense of belonging to a unified organization,
add interest to the program, give girls a chance to meet others from all over
the nation, provide an opportunity for girls to work with others from different
backgrounds and promote the understanding of the patrol system.
The theme of the 1965 Round Up was “On the Trail to Tomorrow.”
Fast forward to September 2021 and Girl Scout Round Uppers (as they are
called) were meeting again, attending the Eighth Reunion of the 1956-19591962-1965 Round Ups in Basin Harbor, Vermont. In sum,
94 Round Uppers of all ages (some into their 80s) from
across the country attended the reunion, including Linda
Reckhow Thomson of Vermont, Carol Siver Dobish of
Arizona, and Judi Zeamer of New York.
All were members of Senior Troop #10 on Binghamton’s
West Side in 1965. Linda and Carol went to Idaho. Judi
was an alternate, attending the Back-up Bivouac held at
Fort Drum in New York. The three have remained close friends, even attending
the “100th Anniversary Sing Together” in Washington, DC, in 2012.
Friendship, coming together for a purpose, singing, and creating a sense of
community in the camp setting are some of the basics learned in Girl Scouting.
Skills forever held and memories forever cherished. A few other basics in Girl
Scouting are SWAPS, finding ways to make your community or world a better
place, and being a sister to each and every Girl Scout.
SWAPS taken to the Round Up Reunion representing the “Treasures of
Broome County, the Carousel Capital of the World” were coordinated by Judi
and generously donated in support of Girl Scouting by the Broome County and
Binghamton Parks Departments.
Each year, the Round Uppers also hold an auction. The GSNYPENN History
& Archives Committee donated a set of two Girl Scout handbooks: a 1927
Edition and a 1933, 1st Impression; plus, a vintage
membership pin. The silent auction realized a final
donation of $10,000. Proceeds will be donated to the
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace in Savannah, Georgia, to
help fund special final elements in the renovation of the
garden and water features and important technology
enhancements.
Because Vermont required mask wearing for indoor
activities, Round Uppers from GSNYPENN sported
masks sewn from vintage Girl Scout materials by
another GSNYPENN alum, Gail Laughland.
According to Judi, the reunion experience was amazing. The trio ended their
week of making new friends and memories with a fantastic firework show
over Lake Champlain and lingered at an outdoor campfire, singing all those
beautiful songs we remember. “Once a Girl Scout, always a Girl Scout.”
In Girl Scouting, the basis for learning and the leadership experience centers
around the girls, friendship, fun, and finding one’s own adventure. History
shows Girl Scouting’s continued success includes the wisdom of “back to
basics.”
When Girl Scout alums reunite, the very best of things do happen. Alums
continue to help GSNYPENN Girl Scouts stay on the trail to tomorrow!

Comstock Capital Campaign Update
Cornell University students created an amazing design for
the proposed new building at our Comstock Adventure
Center property in Ithaca—complete with a model to
share our vison with potential funders. They additionally
made recommendations to update the property’s historic
Bailiwick Lodge (Cornell Professor Liberty Hyde Baily’s
former summer home) and to add way signage. All will be
on display at the Open House tentatively planned for spring
2022. We hope to bring the local community together and
have them out to see our property and experience a Girl
Scout camp activity or two! If you would like to be invited
once plans are set, please email jmorak@gsnypenn.org.

Friends of Comstock Seeks Members
We’re excited to share that the Friends of Comstock (FoC) volunteer organization is
growing! FoC was formed to promote, preserve, and enhance Comstock Adventure
Center. We have new friends joining the ranks and being added to the public FoC
Facebook group each day (98 members and counting as of press time!). In early
summer, FoC spent a day getting the property ready to welcome our Girl Scouts
back for summer camp. More plans are being made for later this year and 2022.
Girl Scout alums, parents of alums, current and former troop leaders, and any other
friends of Girl Scouting are welcome to join FoC! For more information, contact
friendsofcampcomstock@gmail.com or join the public Facebook group.

About GSNYPENN

Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways is chartered by
Girl Scouts of the USA to administer the Girl Scout
program in 24 counties of New York and two in
Pennsylvania. We’re the preeminent leadership
development organization for girls. We offer every
girl a chance to practice a lifetime of leadership,
adventure, and success.
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We are dedicated to serving our council membership.
Your support stays local and gives girls across our
region the opportunity to experience the magic of
Girl Scouting.

Oswego

Questions, comments, news, donations or
suggestions? We would love to hear from you!

1.855.213.8555 x2052
jmorak@gsnypenn.org
gsnypenn.org
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Building girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a better place.
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Meet Cheri Phillips, Outdoor
Engagement Manager &
Camp Director at Comstock
Cheri grew up in Chittenango, NY, with four older
siblings and learned at a young age to always be
up for an adventure! Her love of resident camp
started at age eight at Camp Lookout in Madison
County where canoeing and hiking filled her
days with great memories. As a young adult, she
became a counselor-in-training (CIT) at the camp
and was eventually hired as a camp counselor.
Cheri attended Alfred State College where she was secretary of the
Outdoor Recreation Club. During her time there, she was exposed to
high adventure sports. She has been spelunking, white water rafting
and rock climbing many times. After receiving her associate degree
in human services management, Cheri went on to attend the State
University of New York at Cortland to pursue her bachelor’s degree in
outdoor recreation. Her love for high adventure sports continued at
SUNY Cortland where she became a certified scuba diver.
Cheri loves spending time with her family and exploring the great
outdoors. During her spare time, she can be found enjoying the
company of her children Gavin, age 13, and Brielle, age 11, hiking with
her five-year-old Goldendoodle, Mak, or relaxing with a good book.

Juliette Gordon Low
Society
Have you made a planned gift to
Girl Scouts to become part of the
Juliette Gordon Low National
Society? Please let us know so
that we can honor you with this
beautiful pin! If you haven’t yet,
it’s easy. You can leave any amount or percent of
your life insurance or estate to Girl Scouts—a small
bequest can make a huge difference for our girls’
future!
Did You Know?
In 2018, GSUSA and Dianne Belk, Founding Chair
of the Juliette Gordon Low National Society, raised
a challenge for each council across the nation to
acquire four planned gifts. In return, each council
would receive a planned gift of $10,000 from
Dianne Belk and Lawrence Calder. GSNYPENN
accepted and met this challenge!
During the 2020-21 member year, we received
two realized Legacy Gifts and two Planned Gifts
in support of our Mission. We hope you’ll consider
making a gift and joining the Juliette Gordon Low
Society! Contact JoAnne to discuss your options.
Membership ensures you remain connected to
GSNYPENN now and in the future.

Catch the latest alum
news inside!

We’ve been busy...
8170 Thompson Road
Cicero, NY 13039-9393
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