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Creating Our Future:
Celebrating 110 Years of
Girl Scouts
Girl Scouts has been a force for positive change
since 1912. For 110 years, girls have found a way
to dream big and do good—from reaching the
outer limits of space to stocking the local food
pantry, there’s no challenge too big or need too
small for a Girl Scout!
Since day one, girls have found a way to
create a better future for themselves, their
communities, and the world. Let’s celebrate
the problem solvers, go-getters, dreamers, and
doers creating a better future for us all. Just
wait and see what they do next as we invest in
the next generation of Girl Scouts!
We encourage you to explore all the ways alums
and supporters can celebrate this milestone
and support our mission—including picking
up the special anniversary patch and pin—by
visiting girlscouts.org/110years. As always, your
direct support of our council and members is
truly appreciated.
Happy anniversary to the Movement that has
meant so much to you!

LOOK INSIDE!
• Celebrating Our Gold Award Girl Scouts
• Alum Profile: Martha (Marty) Davis
• History and Archives Corner

Alum Profile

Dear Friends of
Girl Scouting,

As we celebrate Girl Scouts’ 110th anniversary, alu
reflects fondly on nearly 50 years of active memb
gained through Girl Scouting.

I hope 2022 is off to a great start! This issue of
The Lowdown is dedicated to
Girl Scouts’ 110th Anniversary. We look forward
to celebrating across our footprint, as we continue
to plan upcoming member and alum events in
recognition of this important milestone. If you would
like to be added to our event mailing
and communications, please let me know.
As our 2021-22 Girl Scout year progresses, members are feeling more comfortable
meeting in person and look forward to a great second-half of the member year. One
that will be filled with more events, programming, summer camp and Girl Scout plans!
I’m also thrilled to share that our council’s Annual Appeal sent at the end of 2021
brought in the second most gifts to date since 2017. GSNYPEN CEO Julie Dale and
everyone here extend our never-ending thanks for supporting our work and members
during yet another challenging year. We’ve started to see light at the end of this tunnel,
and that’s so promising!
Be sure to check out this issue’s History and Archives Corner to see how far we’ve come
and who helped pave the way for our Movement in the last 110 years. Feel free to do a
little Girl Scout trivia with your sisters, too.

Yours in Girl Scouting,

JoAnne Morak
Director of Development
GSNYPENN
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As a Junior and Cadette in the 1960s,
Marty’s active troop celebrated Girl Scouts’
50th anniversary in 1962 as members
of legacy council Mohawk Pathways.
Her fondest memories of that period are
the fun and friendship of many troop
outings and several summers spent at day
and overnight camp. Highlights include
canoeing, swimming, “skinny dipping”
and hiking around Camp Hidden Lake.
“At our 35th high school reunion in 2004,
several of our troop members added a
reunion hike at Hidden Lake with the
Ranger’s permission,” she says. “We
discovered it seemed much smaller than
we remembered.”
As an
adventurous
teen, Marty
took part in a
multi-council
Girl Scout
biking/
camping trip
along the
St. Lawrence
Seaway one
summer,
then paddled
and portaged
a canoe
along the
Fulton chain of lakes another. These early
experiences led to a lifetime of enjoyment
of outdoor activities, including camping,
hiking, canoeing, sailing, kayaking and
biking. After recent knee replacement
surgery, Marty shares that she looks
forward to getting back out on
Seneca Lake sailing her Sunfish, kayaking
and bike-riding the scenic Finger Lakes.
As an adult, Marty rejoined Girl Scouts in
1980 when she lived in the AMBR Service
Unit in North Syracuse, N.Y. Jessica, her
eldest daughter, joined Brownies and
Marty became a troop co-leader. Phoebe,
her youngest daughter, joined Brownies a
few years later. Their family moved from
Syracuse to Groton on the first day of
school in 1984. After taking her daughters
to their new school, the next thing Marty
did was find the library where she saw a
notice about getting involved in the Groton
Girl Scouts. They did so right away and
happily made good friends.
“The sisterhood of Girl Scouting has
been a lifeline for me each time I move
to a new community. Jess, my oldest,
has two daughters and is a very involved
leader, Cookie Mom and delegate in her
Pennsylvania council. I buy cookies from
my granddaughters each year to support
their program goals,” Marty says.
Almost two years after she moved to
Groton, with years of prior grassroots
organizing experience, Marty was asked to
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e: Martha (Marty) Davis

um Martha (Marty) Davis (née Marty Bartlett, 1970-90) of Geneva, N.Y.,
bership and remains deeply appreciative of the gift of lifelong learning she’s

to be a field director for the council.
y 1986, she started a 23-year career
irl Scout executive staff member.
rst five years she worked with and
d much from other staff and many
c troop leaders and SU managers in
mmunities of Tompkins County.

ly memorable highlight was in 1987
ounty-wide celebration of the 75th
ersary. We were at Triphammer Mall
hundreds of Girl Scouts in uniform,
esome sea of green,” she
y recalls.

1, Marty became Membership
es Director for legacy council
Lakes, working with “the best
bership team possible” and hundreds
dworking volunteers. In 1998, she
position as an adult development
ltant with GSUSA, working primarily
ulty at Edith Macy Conference
r. When not teaching Macy courses,
provided learning services to
ils across the nation for volunteers
aff gathered at regional meetings
ational conventions.

u’ve ever attended a course or event
cy and taken part in the ‘Lamp of
ing’ Pinning Ceremony in Great Hall,
now how meaningful it is to follow
aditions set forth by our founder,
te Gordon Low,” Marty says. “Often
els her powerful presence when
ng the trails and especially in Great
n 2002, we celebrated the 90th
ersary with a moving ceremony in
ll and nearby commemorative
anting.”

year also marked Marty’s enrollment
fetime Member. In 2003, she was
ned back to Seven Lakes to become
ant Executive Director and moved to
va, N.Y. She has resided in Geneva for
rs now, the longest she has
anywhere.

Seven Lakes merged with four other
ils in 2009—forming GSNYPENN—
retired and became a national
teer for GSUSA. As time and talent
she accepts assignments to support
ils and often works on various
A membership, program, and adult
opment projects. Another memorable
ght was kicking off the 100th
ersary at the 2011 national convention
uston, Texas.

ears ago, Marty was invited to
me an active member of the World
iation of Girl Guides and
couts (WAGGGS) Friends of Pax
Committee. There is a Friends
mittee in support of each of the five
Centers. Primarily, they raise funds
rovide support so girls and adults
tend WAGGGS programs and events.
g the COVID-19 pandemic, the world

centers quickly pivoted to offer programs
and events virtually, so it is even easier for
more girls to get involved.
Recently, Marty was welcomed to the
Olave Baden-Powell Society of over
1,700 members who believe in inspiring
generosity and sustained financial support
for the advancement of girls and young
women in WAGGGS. Member donations
give young women from WAGGGS
member organizations around the world
the chance to gain skills and confidence
to speak out and make a change on issues
that matter to them. This year, a new
associate member level has been added to
encourage more supporters.
GSNYPENN recently formed the Friends
of Comstock (FOC) group of volunteers,
which Marty joined. She loves getting
reacquainted with one of her favorite
camps, our historic Camp Comstock
located on beautiful Cayuga Lake. The
camp is named after Anna Botsford
Comstock, the first woman professor
at Cornell University and a botanist
and leader in nature study. Comstock’s
book, Handbook of Nature Study, was
first published in 1911. It is still in print
and known as an excellent resource for
teachers and parents. In June, FOC will
host an open house to share an upcoming
capital project in support of future
development at the camp.
Marty believes her Girl Scouting experience
has been rich with good friends, lots of
fun, challenging activities and always
something new to learn. She sends a fond
“hello” to the many Girl Scout alums,
volunteers and staff she has crossed paths
with over the years.
“Please come to Comstock for the open
house in June. It will be great to renew
friendships there,” she adds.

Save The Date!
Camp Comstock Open House
Ithaca, N.Y.
Thursday, June 16, 2022
4:30-6:30 p.m.
Join Girl Scout alums, donors,
supporters, and representatives
from local businesses and
organizations as we welcome
all to our historic camp on beautiful Cayuga Lake. This
event is for adults only and attendees are guaranteed to
have a one-of-a-kind Girl Scout experience! Participate
in a camp tour and try your hand at some traditional
camp activities. Enjoy lite refreshments, cocktails and,
of course, Girl Scout Cookies as we share about plans for
a new building and hear from Girl Scouts, alums, staff
and community members about why it’s so important to
preserve this community treasure for years to come!
Registration will open soon, or contact
jmorak@gsnypenn.org if interested in attending.

2022 Women of Distinction Breakfast
Binghamton, N.Y.
Tuesday, September 27, 2022
7:30-9 a.m.
Women of Distinction are an exceptional group of women
who exhibit outstanding leadership through mentoring,
community service and/or business; leadership that
embodies the Girl Scout mission of building girls of
courage, confidence, and character, who make the world
a better place. Join us as we honor this year’s recipient,
honoree TBD.

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace Trip
Savannah, Ga.
Update: Tentatively Scheduled for 2023
Our future trip to The Birthplace has been tentatively
moved to next year, to provide a full experience for
alums. Please continue to let us know if you’re interested.
Visit gsnypenn.org/birthplace to enter your contact
information. The cost and date are TBD.

A Note From
GSNYPENN CEO
Julie Dale
As an alum, you know firsthand
how Girl Scouts are creating our
future. From climbing mountains to
breaking through glass ceilings, Girl
Scouts dream big and make our world
better. Let’s
join together
to celebrate 110
years of Girl
Scouting in
2022! Thank
you for being
a part of our
history—and
our future.

How Your Support
Helps Our
Members
We foresee many families continuing
to reach out for assistance this year
due to financial strains caused by the
pandemic. Here are a few examples of
how financial assistance through your
support helps our members.

Girl Membership
MY 2021-22

1,749
Girls

$43,690

Adult Membership

$850

Store Vouchers
MY 2021-22

58
Girls

$2,510

Camperships
2019

2020

2021

$39,860

No
Camp

$15,150

Data: as of February 28, 2022

Girl Scouts’ 110th Anniversary
On March 9, 1912, in Savannah, Georgia, Juliette Gordon Low invited a few
friends and her cousin, Nina Pape, to hear the details of an idea…the dream
she had “for the girls of Savannah, and all of America, and all the world!” One
week later on March 12, with passion and the help of friends, Juliette gathered
together 18 girls who would become known as the first Girl Scout troop in the
United States of America.
Friendship is a cornerstone in the foundation of Girl Scouting. Our
Movement was paved by the work of the many friends of Juliette who came
before us, including:
Anne Hyde Clark Choate, who was Juliette’s
goddaughter and daughter of her girlhood friend,
Mary Gale Choate of Cooperstown, N.Y. Anne became
the second president of the Girl Scouts and founded
the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund. She was also
instrumental in establishing the Juliette Gordon Low
Birthplace in Savannah.
Helen Osborne Storrow, originally from Auburn,
N.Y., established the first National Training School for
Girl Scout Leaders. She also financed Our Chalet in
Switzerland and guided its programs there for many
years.
Edith Carpenter Macy and Jane Deeter Rippin,
National Board Member and National Director of the Girl
Scouts respectively from 1918 through the 1930s. They
were both instrumental in the establishment of Camp
Edith Macy, which became the National Center for Adult
Education in Girl Scouting.
Lou Henry Hoover, who served as National President from 1922-25 and
again from 1935-37, was also Honorary President as First Lady of the United
States from 1929-35. Her work was dedicated to the establishment of outdoor
and wildlife sanctuaries, among them former Girl Scout
Camp Wilderness near Syracuse, N.Y.
Birdsall Otis Edey, who was National President from
1930-35. Active in Girl Scouting from 1919, she held
many different positions and was the first editor of The
Girl Scout Leader. She was also a talented poet, having
had several volumes of poetry published.
Celebrating Our Past, Creating Our Future

MY 2021-22

34
Adults

History and Archives Corner

Girl Scout alums are a cornerstone of the future of our Movement, sharing
a continued passion for the mission, inspirational memories, service, and
resources. The 110th anniversary seems a perfect time to not only reflect on
Juliette and her friends and to say a heartfelt thank you to them; but also, a
time to say, “Let’s be today’s Juliette and friends…for all the girls of tomorrow!”
The History and Archives Committee would like to share
that GSNYPENN has received grant money from the
Pomeroy Foundation to start a permanent Girl Scout
history installation at the council office located in Maine,
N.Y. Please consider helping make this mini-museum
a reality for our members and communities to enjoy!
To donate, please contact the council’s Development
Department for further information.

Comstock Challenge Fundraiser
Did you know our historic Camp Comstock located just outside Ithaca, N.Y., on Cayuga Lake has apple trees
over 100 years old?!
In May, we’ll launch a Challenge Fundraiser for a proposed new building on the property. This is happening
thanks to the generosity of supportive donors that have pledged funds as a challenge to our alums, donors and
supporters in an effort to help us meet our campaign goal.
Camp Comstock (named after renowned Cornell
professor and botanist Anna Botsford Comstock) is
in need of a 12-month winterized building to meet the
growing requirements of our camp programs and council
membership. The $900,000 facility will provide
much-needed space, including more capacity for overnight
summer camp.
If you would like to learn more about this challenge and
receive the direct mailing, please call or email JoAnne.
Multiyear pledges are welcome. Special thanks to our
Committee Chairs Katie Williams, Mary Grainger and Martha
Model of new building created by Cornell University students
(Marty) Davis.

New Program Offering: 10102 Camp Beyond
GSNYPENN will host its first-ever LGBTQ+ camp program this
summer. The overwhelming need for this program came from
our members (both youth and adults) asking for a camp session
geared for LGBTQ+ youth that was both geographically and
financially feasible. Girl Scouts is all about inclusiveness and we
feel this is a natural progression for our council. If you’d like to
learn more or support this new offering in any way, reach out to
us at listening@gsnypenn.org.

About GSNYPENN

Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways is chartered by
Girl Scouts of the USA to administer the Girl Scout
program in 24 counties of New York and two in
Pennsylvania. We’re the preeminent leadership
development organization for girls. We offer every
girl a chance to practice a lifetime of leadership,
adventure, and success.

Service Centers
Camps

We are dedicated to serving our council membership.
Your support stays local and gives girls across our
region the opportunity to experience the magic of
Girl Scouting.

Find & Follow
@gsnypenn
Building girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a better place.
1.315.698.9400 or 1.800.943.4414 • gsnypenn.org • info@gsnypenn.org

Meet Christina Verratti,
Director of Membership Support
Christina grew up in Central New York. She developed
a love for Girl Scouts when her big sister joined, and her
mother became a troop leader. She was finally old enough
to participate herself in first grade. While Christina was
never in her mom’s troop, they participated together in
Service Unit events, where she was able to see firsthand
how earnestly her mom and the other leaders fulfilled their
responsibility and the sense of pride they took from a job
well done. It was this sense of doing one’s best that shaped
Christina’s journey in Girl Scouts and life.
Christina attended Flagler College where she received her bachelor’s in mathematics
and secondary education. During this time, she realized that while her love of
helping youth realize their full potential wasn’t changing, her desire to make the
world a better place through formal education was. While working as a manager in
the hospitality industry she was called back to Girl Scouts, first as a troop leader and
later as a professional staff member with legacy council Foothills.
While working with Girl Scouts, Christina has served in many roles. No matter the
job title, her favorite role is helping girls do their best and fulfill their own big and
small dreams be it signing on stage, zip-lining at camp, navigating the subway
system, hosting pre-school programs or trying a variety of lifelong activities. She
shares that the best part has always been seeing Girl Scouts grow into confident and
brave young women.

Juliette Gordon Low
Society
Have you made a planned gift to Girl
Scouts to become part of the Juliette
Gordon Low National Society? Please let
us know so that we can honor you with
this beautiful pin! If you haven’t yet,
it’s easy. You can leave any amount or
percent of your life insurance or estate
to Girl Scouts—a small bequest can make a huge difference
for our girls’ future!
Did You Know?
In 2018, GSUSA and Dianne Belk, Founding Chair of the
Juliette Gordon Low National Society, raised a challenge for
each council across the nation to acquire four planned gifts.
In return, each council would receive a planned gift of $10,000
from Dianne Belk and Lawrence Calder. GSNYPENN accepted
and met this challenge!
During the 2020-21 member year, we received two realized
Legacy Gifts and two Planned Gifts in support of our Mission.
We hope you’ll consider making a gift and joining the Juliette
Gordon Low Society! Contact JoAnne to discuss your options.
Membership ensures you remain connected to GSNYPENN
now and in the future.

When she isn’t Girl Scouting, Christina loves to be with her boys—husband Joe, son
Jack and cats Tom and Barry. As a family, they enjoy skiing, ice hockey, and just
about anything they can do outside. As an escape, Christina likes to relax with a
good book or movie—especially musicals.
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